---------------------------- Original Message ----------------------------

Subject: Re: [Ykars] [SPAM]  Mackenzie Delta Communications Outage

From:    "John Boudreau" <John_Boudreau@gov.nt.ca>

Date:    Mon, February 28, 2011 2:30 pm

To:      ykars@ykars.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

Internet service just restored this past hour.  

Thanks to everyone that listened for me on Friday.  It was an interesting weekend!  On top of the comm outage we had the worst blizzard that I can ever remember here.  Band conditions were excellent and I had no shortage of contacts while I was on the air.  All the antennas stayed up but Saturday morning I had to dig my way into the shack and by early afternoon I was forcing the door open every fifteen minutes to shovel the snow away so I gave up and stayed in the house.  The wind died down a bit late on Sunday and I had to dig a six-foot deep by ten-foot long trench to get to the door of the shack.

You wouldn't think of it but for most people the biggest issue with the communications outage was financial.  Who carries cash around anymore?  No ATM's, no debit or credit card terminals and even the bank couldn't give people their money!  Crazy.  I spread the word on Friday that I could pass messages out via HF radio but most people I talked to only wanted to update their Facebook status.  In any event, Ice Wireless cell phones had (outgoing) long distance via satellite within 24 hours so not much call for HF.  Lots of emergency responders caught off guard when their Bell cell phones quit working even for local calls (but the reverse situation in YK as all the Ice phones were down).

I guess we should look at some sort of protocol to deal with this more effectively next time, like predetermined times and frequencies when regular comms are out...

73

John - VE8EV

________________________________

From: ykars-bounces@ykars.com on behalf of John Boudreau

Sent: Fri 2/25/2011 10:00 AM

To: ykars@ykars.com

Subject: [SPAM] [Ykars] Mackenzie Delta Communications Outage

Northwest lost a microwave site on the Dempster Highway early this morning resulting in a total loss of all long distance lines and internet service to the communities in the Mackenzie Delta.  On top of that a two-day blizzard is rolling in so service might not be restored for a couple of days.

I'd like to set up an HF net between Inuvik and YK or Hay River at lunch time today and after work (and through the weekend if necessary).

I will be looking for stations on the following schedule (frequencies are +/- QRM):

12:20pm MST  7.070 LSB

12:25pm MST 14.130 USB

12:30pm MST  7.070 LSB

12:35pm MST 14.130 LSB

5:20pm MST  7.070 LSB

5:25pm MST 14.130 USB

5:30pm MST  7.070 LSB

5:35pm MST 14.130 LSB

Once we make contact on a frequency we'll likely stay there for a few minutes.  Won't keep anyone for long, and won't make any promises to pass traffic for anyone but if the outage persists over the weekend then I may offer to the Town our ability to pass any traffic to Yellowknife.

73 and thanks in advance for your help!

John - VE8EV

Sent via HSE satellite

_______________________________________________
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